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ratios of students remaining to students entolled and Jtc student 
residents- A qreater percentage of students were enrolled in colleges 
in their home state than in previous years^ tut care must he taken in 
Interpretinq thife finding since legal resldencie reguirements have 
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private institutions. Community colleges an3 other Z'^year 
institutions enrolled a larger percentage cf their students from 
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V , . FOREWORD 

fhe Fail, 11975 Survey of Residence and Migration of College Students represents the fourth time tliat this survey 
has' been conducted, dating back to 1958, Because of the usefulness of these data to State and institutional 
planners, the number of requests for data from "thii Itu4^still remains among the highest for iurvays conducted 
by the National Center for Education. Statistics (NCES). - W 

Declining enrollment which beset some of the nation's colleges and universrties during the late 1970's has increased 
the need for residence and migration data. Accordingly, NCES is planning to conduct another survey in this area in 
Fall, 1979. While some revisions of the survey instrument will be introduced, most, of the data critical for use by 
State and institutional planners will be retttined,''Observations and comments on tlie value of the data or suggested 
improvements are welcomed from the reader. 



. One note of caution must be emphasized when using 'the data in this report. During the procp^sing of this survey, 
several difficulties in the concept of student residence were detected. Extensive reediting Nyas required and the 
comparability of parts of the data with past surveys of Residence and Migration is marginal. For this reason, most 
data on "residence" has bl^en dropped from the report ^ and the reference to residence has been removed from the 
title of thft publication. 



Rolf M, Wulfsijerg, Acting Director 
DivisiuU of Postsecondary and Vocational 
. Education Statistics 



Richard J, Petersen 
Carolyn R, Smith 
University and College Surveys 
and Studies Branch 



MIGRATION) 
OF COLLEGE STII0ENTS 



Geographic mobility of college students ihows signs of 
tapering off, according to a survey conduicted by the 
National Center for Education Statistics. ; 

^ Entitled ^'Residence and Migration of College Hudents, 
Fall 1975/** the survey gathered' data on (1) students 
who continue studying in the sanie State and on those 
who move to other States, and (2) foreign students 
who come to the United Statbs to study. 

For purvey purposes, *^the location of institutions last 
attended by the student immediately prior to enrolling 
in the reporting institution" determine^ the State of 
origin.^ Conversely, students enrolled iA a State other 
tliart Ihe one in which they were previously enrolled 
were defined'as "migranti/" . 

The insiilulional response rate was approximately, 92 
percent; estimates for nonrespondents were included in 
the reported data. 

The chart and table l cover the period 1958 througli 
J975. TUf chart presents enrollment by control of 
institution and" "origin" of sti^d^nt. Table 1 reports 
data on net migration by State. Tables 2, 3, 4, and 5 
present da<a by State. Tabic 2 includes all institutions; 
table 3, public institutions; and table 4, private 
institutions.. Table 5 reports only on first^ime stu- 
dents. Each table includes the ratios of students 
remaining to students enrolled and to student resi- 
dents; ratios are shown for men and women separately 
as well as for the combined total. 

'The survey began undur direction of Gcorp Wade; Nadino 

Rousselle provided analytical support. 
^Sce page 2 for the complete definition used in the 1975 

survey. 



Tables 6 and 7 preserit total flgures for the aggreglte 
United States: tabre 6, by control and level of 
institution; table 7, by level of enrollment. Tables 6 
and 7 permit examination of State outmigration, 
inmigration, and net migration, as well as ratios for 
students enrolled and student remaining. 

Analysis 

Trends = Of the 1L3 million enrolled students, a 
greater percentage were in colleges in their **home 
State" than in previous years: fall 1975-85 percent, 
faii 1968--83 percent, fall 1963--81 percent, and fall 
1958=^81 percent^ (see tabic 1), 

Because legal residence requirements have changed 
since the 1968 survey (many State lepslatures have 
dealt with this Jssue), care myst be exercised in * 
interpreting trend data and comparisons with prior ' 
years, (lliis Is especially true for graduate and first- 
professional students). ^ 

Institiitiona! charactemtics — Public institutions had a 
larger percentage of students who remained in the same 
State (90 pfercent) (table 3) tlian did private institu^ 
tions (67 percent) (table 4). 

Community colleges and other 2^year institutions 
enrolled 90 percent of their students from mthin the 
State; 4-year colleges* 83 percent; and universities, 79 
percent (table 6). ^ ^ 



The percentages reported in this analysis section are thp ratios 
of students jemaining to student rcsidenti (exeludi^ ■foreign 
students) of that State: tlie second of the two sets of ratios 
appearing in the statistical tables. 
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Stali*to-Statc migration was related to level of study 
(see table 7 for glassincation used). Percentages en* 
rolled in a hoine State institutinn were: undergradu^ 
ates--85 percent, graduate itudcnts-80 pergcnt* and 
first prof cssi on d^stu dents— 67 percent, 

Sex — Fewer women (14 percent) ilvm men (16 
percent) migrated out of State (table 2), At public 
institutions, 91 percent of women, and 89 percent of 
men game from within the State (table 3). 

First' time sfM^^nrs.^ = Data suggest that the overaU 
mobility of collegr students may continue to decline^ . 
especially in view of the increase in number of, and 
enroilnients at, 2'year colleges. This suggested trend, 
liowever, may be an artifact of the data, since the 
difference between the percentage of nrst^ime stu- 
dents attending institutions in .the same State (87 
percent) and the percentage of all students attending 
Institutions in the same State (85 percent) shows little 
contrast (tables 2 an^ f). 

Foreign students — Between 1916^ and 1975, the 
proportion of college enrollment attributed to foreign 
students in the United States Increased sli^itly frosn 
1.6 to 1.9 percent. The reported number of foreign 
students liad almoM dqubled, from 110,000^ to 
213,000^ 

Additional Information 

Additional survey information may be obtained In the 
following forms: 

• Computer tables and printouts 

A copy of the computer tape containing the data for 
this survey may be purchased for $94,00 per reel on 
. 9 track 1600 BPI, or S 120.00 per reel on 9 track 
800 BPI. This is a one-reel file. Tapes come with 
standard label and odd parity In EBCDIC. The 
necessary documentation accompanies each tape on 
delivery. 



* Residence and Migration of Coliege Siudmis, -Pali 1968: 
VS, Office of Educations Department of Hcaltli, Education, 
and Welfare, Analytic Repont, (OE-54049-'68), Washington, 

Goveniment Printing Office, 1970, p. 2. 

* Although the 213,000 total of foreign students is equal to tlie 
net migration for Ihc aggregate United Status, tills should not 
be interpreted to mean that migration data by State represent 
foreign students (see table 1), 



Computer printouts are prepared aacording to user 

speciricatioiu Users are charged at cost, ^ 

■ t 

Tapes and printouts may be purchased tiirou^i: 
EDSTAT 

National Center for Education Sta 
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 
Wasliington. DX, 20202 
Or call (202) |45^8760 

• M^rpnche 

Survey data in niicrofiche form may be purchased 
through: ^ „ 

, ERIC Document Reproduction Services 
P.O. Box #190 
Arlington, Virpnia 22210 - 

^ GLOSSARY 

Definitions of terms used in. this preliniinary release 
are: 

First-time UNdergmduate students = Entering freshmen 
who have not previously attended any college, 

Foraign students - Persons wliose permanent home 
residence is outside tiie aggregate United States. 

Jf^jme State — **Detennincd by location of institufiun 
last atterided by student immediately prior to enrolling 
in the repbrting institution: 

L If tlie''''student originally entered die reporting 
institution as a freshman, it would be the.' State 
in which tlie student corhpleted his secondary 
" education. 

2, For undergraduate transfer students or post- 
baccalaureate students it would be the State in 
which the postsecondary institution last at- 
tended is located, 

Tlie definition of" *homc State" applies even though 
tile student may presently be considered a resident of 
the State in whieh the reporting institution is locate^ 
for tuitioiT and fee assessment purposes; it also applied 
even if the student considers still a third State to be hi^ 
home State, , * 



'Quoted verbatim frnm ddnnitions used In tlic survey Resi- 
dence and Migration of College Students, Fall 1975* 
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Inmigrafm - Studunts who uumc into a Stute tu 
littend college, ^ 

MigrantH - S(iideiits enrullud jit an institution" in a 
State ntlicr than the lunnc Scute. ^ ^ 

Nei migration The nymher of inmigrants' minus the 
number of outmigrunts. 

Ouimimim - Studciui..wliu leave the iioine State to 
attend coilege uut of Slate hut witltin the aggregate 
United States. ^ I 



StHdents enrolled Studgiits reported by the insti* 
tutlun being attended; i.t., uj| inniigrants and "re* 
niaining" students (ineludcs foreign students), 

r 

"Snidents remaining .Students who attend institutions 
in the homu State (excludes ibrcign students), 

Siiidvnl residenis - All students of'a State regardless 
of whcie they attend school (exuludcs Ibreign stu-^ 
dents)/ 
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CHARTS INROLLMiNT IN COLLiOES AND UNIViRSlTliS BY CONTROL OF INSTITUTION AND BY 
ORIQIN OF STUDiNT^ AQGRtOATE UNITED STATIS, liW , 1963' , 1MB' , AND 1876 
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Table 6,^^ReHidciice and mipation of studenis, by coiitrol and by level of Institution: Fall 1975 



Contrul and level 


Total 


Out- 


In- 


Net 


Ratio of students 
reniaining to: 


of institution 


ciirolliiieiit 


nugrntioH 


migration 


migration 


Students 
enrolled 


Studeiit 
residents 


All histitutions .......... 


11,289,^7 


1,686,481 


1,899391 


213,410 . 


0J3 


0.85 


^'IlIVLiSlllWS ■- 

'■ Othc! 4^ycar 


2,862,245 
4.432,998 
3,994,194 


578,154 
728,741 
379,586 


659 Jl 9 
809,819 
430,253 


81,665 
81,078 
50,667 


0,77 
0.82 
0.89 


0.79r' 

0,83 
0,90 


Public 


8,885348 


907,900 


1,048,035 


140J35 


0.81 


0.90 


11 Vv 1 31 1 Iv >^ T ^ 

Other 4-ycar ........ 

2-ycar 


2,146,453 
2,900,129 
3,838J66. 


31 1,546 
245.842 
350,512 


362, MO 
288,252 
397,673 


50,564 
42,410 
47,161 


0J3 ^ 

0>)0 

0.90 


0,85 
0.91 
0.91 


Private = 


2,404,089 


978,581 


851, 856 ^ 


^3,275 


0.65 


0.67 


Universities . 

Other 4=yeai ........ 

:oear ^ . - 


715,792 
1,532,869 
155.428 


.266,608 
482,899 
29,074 


297,709 
521,567 
32,580 


31,101 

38,668 
3,506 


0.58 
0.66 
■ 0,79 ' 


0.61 

0.68 
0.81 



Table 7. "Residence and migration of students, by level of enrollment: Fall 1975" 



1 










Ratio of students 


Level ill enri)thnenl 


Tota\ 




\\\- 


Net 


remaining to: 


enrollment 


niignition 


inigration 


niigratioii 


Students 
enrolled 


Student 
re.sidents 














0,85 


All students . , ... 


11,289,437 


1,686.481 


1,899,891 


213,410 


0.83 


Undergraduate ........ 

Unelassitlcd 


8,718,264 
1,053,788 


1, 25 l,9(i2 
1 13,398 


1,385,770 
130,382 


133,808 
16,984 


0.84 
0.88 


0.85 
0,89 


First^piolessit)nal ....... 


242,506 


78,445 


84,252 


3,807 


0,66 


0.67 


(tiaduate ............. 


1,270,494 


242,(i76 


301,487 


58,811 


0.76 


0,80 


Finit tinie undergraduate * 














students 


2;56 1,830 


334,161 


367,825 


33,664 


0,86 


0.87 



' I'hc atMliiiihni (il iuuiH' Stulo iisinl ill \\w P^?^ sun^y ariciMcil io|H>itin^: tor ^ir.Hliuitc aiul tlrM=|Uolussion;il snulonts to a hiri^er 
vstcnl tliaii iiUior types of stiuli'nis. C'lnnparisoiis with prior years niust 1h' iikuIl? cautiously. 
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